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Happenings Since March
2007 Newsletter

The Association has been rather busy since our last

Newsletter (March 2007).

Just a few things we’ve

been working on follows:

Enhanced our database with more accurate
information such as addresses and e-mail
information.

o Still need much more work in trying to locate
lost friends.

o Still need to emphasize need for anytime you
have a change, get the change to us!!

Ed Harrelson developed a very nice TD
Association Website
(http://www.tradevmanassociation.org/) to
compliment the one started by Jack Taylor and
now passed on to Jim ‘Earl’ Hutchinson for
upkeep.

Invited to become a member of the National
Center for Simulation (NCS)
(http://www.simulationinformation.com/cms/)
at no cost for the 1st year, with possible free
extension of membership.

Added the Systems
Association (NTSA)
(http://www.trainingsystems.org/) to  our
Website. NTSA is the sponsor of the major
training conference (I/ITSEC) that is
coincidental with our upcoming reunion in
Orlando, FL. Initial details to follow in this
Newsletter.

National ~ Training

Worked up a design for a TD Challenge Coin to
be made available for purchase during the
reunion or by mail if you can not attend the
reunion. More on this later in Newsletter.

Happenings Since March
2007 Newsletter (cont)

One of the year's highlights was providing
recognition to Priscilla ‘Pat’ Getchell (maiden
name Morrison) of Umatilla, FL, by the NCS at
their Holiday party in Orlando (Dec 07) and by
the TD Association. Larry Blay represented the
Association at this event. Pat was a pioneer in
simulation when she joined the Navy in Dec
1942. She became a Link Trainer Operator in
1943 and made Specialist (T) 1st Class in the fall
of 1944, Ultimately transferring to NAS
Honolulu, closer to the action, where she made
Chief rather quickly. In her biography she talked
with humor of her ‘initiation’ experience. She
was discharged in 1946. She talks of the Navy
requesting her to come back on active duty as
Chief and work the Space program, but she had
her eyes on her husband to be; and that was the
end of that.

In line with this recognition, the Committee
decided unanimously to provide Free Life Time
Membership to all those that served in similar
capacity as Pat had done. In other words, ALL
those that served prior to the ‘official’ designation
of the TD rate in 1948, which included the
following ratings: SAD, SPT, SPLT, SPG, and
SPX ratings will have all future dues to the
Association waived. Albeit not much, they were
the pioneers that led to the TD rate and should
so be honored. It’s the least we can do for them.
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TD Challenge Coin

The committee members came up with the idea of
developing a TD Challenge coin. Many reading may
not know what challenge coins are and are asking
themselves, Challenge Coin, what’s that?

The simple definition per Wikipedia is:

A challenge coin is a small coin or medallion (usually

military), bearing an organization’s insignia or
emblem and is carried by the organization’s
members.

Want to know more about challenge coins in general,
search Google (or favorite search engine) for Military
Challenge Coins.

We went through several iterations of design and
finally came up with the below.

As you can see, one side is the TD Rating Emblem
with the nine (E-1 through E-9) pay grade (rate)
symbols around it, in Gold on a background of Navy
Blue. Key on the edge are the years 1948 — 1989
representing the years the TD rate was in existence.
The reverse is a representation of the types of vessels
in the Navy, for which a ‘simulator’ was, or is, likely
made to simulate. The Latin words on the reverse
are words over the Chapel door at Annapolis which
means, “Not for self, but for country.”

TD Challenge Coin (cont)

We will have them available at the reunion as well as
available by mail if not attending the reunion. The
cost will be $10 each. We have yet to figure the cost
for mailing, if that is desired method of receiving
one. Shouldn’t be more than a buck or two.

From The President

Since assuming the role of President for the TD
Association in February 2007 at our Las Vegas
Reunion, despite my wife’s pleas for not doing so,
I've found the responsibility extremely rewarding
and yet many times frustrating.

The primary frustration for me comes to light in
our process of trying to locate folks. A daunting
task that numerous folks have tried to sort out
over the past years. Although I feel we've made
great strides in this area, there are still far too
many that we have no data available. Of course
another frustrating matter, that we certainly, and
sadly, have no control over, is the rate at which
we are losing close friends, which makes the
search for lost friends even more critical.
Possibly being that one last contact with them.

However, despite those frustrations, there have
been many rewarding moments to offset those
frustrations.  Our Challenge Coin idea and
recognizing a pioneer in the Simulation Field just
to name a couple. However, I must give credit to
a dedicated group of committee folks that
support me and are a great inspiration to keep
things on a level keel for me. Looking back at
some of the things we’ve managed to do and
accomplish is proof of that. Many thanks to
them and their very strong and encouraging
support since assuming this role.
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Reunion 2008

The plans are in place of our upcoming reunion
in December 2008 (30 Nov — 4 Dec) in Orlando,
FL. The Radisson, which we used in past years,
has had a change in management and could not
offer a REAL good deal as in the past. When
considering increased cost of ‘other’ travel
expenses (i.e., gas or airfare) that prospective
attendees may endure, we had no choice but to
really take a hard look at lodging costs.
Therefore, we have come up with another place
to have it this year.

Best Western MovieLand, 6233 International Dr.,
Orlando, FL 32819, (407)351-3900 at a room
cost of $59 plus 12.5% tax. You can find more
information about the Best Western MovieLand
at http://www.bestwesternmovieland.com/.

Some advantages of this location are closeness to
I/ITSEC trade show and closeness of numerous
shops and restaurants within walking distance, if
you choose to not eat on site, just to name a
couple. For information on I/ITSEC look at
http://www.iitsec.org/index.cfm.

Although banquet details have yet to be finalized,
it is scheduled for the evening of the 3rd on site
at the adjoining Black Angus restaurant and for
planning purposes is estimated to be in the $35 —
$50 range per person depending on final menu
items. Will provide further details as we finalize
that function.

For reservations, call the number above in
BOLD, then dial 0 and give them the Group
Code G/TDML. NOTE ... DO NOT call the
Best Western 800 # as they will more than likely
NOT be aware of the Group Code and will
therefore book at their standard rates.

Who Are Your Committee
Representatives and How Do
You Contact Any of Them?

President:

George E. ‘Pete’ Hoyt, 16162 Avenida Venusto, Unit
# 3, San Diego, CA 92128

Cell: 858-699-4683

Primary e-mail (checked FAR more
pete.hoyt@cubic.com

often):

Secondary e-mail: ghoyt@san.rr.com
Vice President:

Vic Vydra

E-mail 1:

E-mail 2: vvydra@midway.org

Treasurer:

Frank Watts

E-mail: wattsfd174@aol.com
Secretary:

Mary Burke

E-mail: burkemad37@msn.com
Membership:

James ‘Earl’ Hutchinson

E-mail 1: earl@hutchsplace.com
E-mail 2:

Historian & Memorabilia Custodian:

Larry Blay

E-mail: LBlay@juno.com
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